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Fossil
cache to be
returned
to China

Ancient remains of sabre-toothed
tigers, hornless rhinos, turtles, cats
and dogs and thousands of fossilised
dinosaur eggs will be held in WA
until they are returned to China.

Unfortunately, they will never go
on public display in Australia because
the cache was exported illegally from
fossil-rich beds near Beijing in north-
eastern China.

WA Museum palaeontologists
John hosm and Ken McNamara were
called in to identify and oversee the
repacking of 3500 individual speci-
mens seized in police raids last week.

Dr Long said he was gobsmacked
when he walked into one of two big
storage sheds in Mandurah where the
fossils were being kept. Boxes
packed with fossils were stacked to
the roof.

“The amount and diversity of
fossil material seized was absolutely
amazing,” Dr Long said.

He said a number of fake fossils,
which included marine reptiles and
dinosaur eggs, also were identified
but not seized by police. Made from
concrete, the replica eggs had
patterns carved into them to make
them look authentic to unsuspecting
buyers.

“The rock is real, but the momwm of
the Wﬂnwocmwzb a marine reptile, is
just resin which has been stuck to it.
It has the wrong number of
vertebrae.”

Dr Long said his colleagues in
China also were surprised at what
had been recovered and were keen to
study the material more closely when
it was returned.

“Some have excellent preserva-
tion,” he said, pointing to a dark
patch around the stomach of hyphal-
osaurus, a long-necked marine rep-
tile that lived in China’s cretaceous
period about 130 million years ago. It
was found in Liaoning Province in
north-eastern China.

“It probably has its last meal
preserved in there.”

Most of the dinosaur eggs had
hatched when they were preserved
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up to 75 million years ago. “Very few
of them have any evidence of
embryos in them, but they have
found a couple,” Dr Long said.

Nature magazine has featured the
discovery in China of an egg in which
the 53mm by 41mm embryo of a fly-
ing reptile, called a pterosaur, was
found intact in Liaoning Province
where it lived about 120 million years
ago.

Dr Long, who specialises in fossil
fish which he has studied previously
in China, said some of the fish repre-
sented specimens the world’s
palaeontological community was just
beginning to understand. Some had
only recently been described.

“The person who had this material
was unsure where it was from,” he
said. “He believed they were from
Wyoming, where fossil fish have
been excavated and sold
legitimately.”

Similarly, a big rhino skull labelled
as being from Russia was from China,
he said.

Left: This rhino sladl
from northem China

severt to 10 milfion
years old.

Far left:

Wide
range
found

The 20-tonne ship-
ment seized in WA
included about 3500
fossil specimens.
They consisted of
thousands of dino-
saur eggs, including
eggs preserved in
the nests in which
they were laid up to
75 million years ago.
The rest con-
sisted of about 12
different mammals,
including rhinos,

tigers, hyenas,
horses, pigs, goats,
tortoises and long-
necked fish-eating
predators.

A variety of fish,
some of them the .
earliest known fish,
also were identified.

The raids also
turned up about 20
fake fossils.

AUSTRALIA’'S GOLDEN QUTBALK

“rich in stories - steeped in history”

ANCIENT RUSTRALIA
UNCOVERED

flaypt

A self drive outback adventure

Select from The Kingsford Smith Mail Run or Wool
Wagon and Miners Pathways. Stay at historic sheep
stations. Explore in your own time grand old museums
and buildings, graveyards and gold boom heritage sites.
Marvel at the wonderous dawns, sunsets, spectacular
night skies, national parks, cultural precincts, pools

and billabongs.

Phone the Geraldton Visitor Centre for further
information or a copy of our brochure.

1800 818 881
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IMPORTANT NOTICE ————

PUBLIC AUCTION

TOTAL CARGO LIQUIDATION

Under Instructions from Industrial .ES.E:E« uﬁ&a Corp. P/L
Nh“ dalict “‘-Nsanh 3.

$250,000 END OF !szo-b—. YEAR
PRESTIGE CARGO LIQUIDATION

To be removed from the container, unbaled, displayed and sold
PIECE BY PIECE ON SITE:

at Fort Knox STORAGE DEPOT
31 Beach Street, Fremantle

Persian Rugs
SHORT NOTICE ON SITE AUCTION

160 Lots — Recently landed Container Cargo
High Quality Genuine Persian Rugs initially intended
for Prestige Retail Distribution, NOW IN POSSESSION

of Industrial Mercantile Services Corp P/L and will
be LIQUIDATED by ONSITE PUBLIC AUCTION

VALUABLE HANDKNOTTED GENUINE PERSIAN RUGS

ALL GOODS TO BE SOLD REGARDLESS

160 Lots The collection is excellent and should
B o o suit all tastes, home decorator, collector

Qu ST ..la owe qlm & astute investor.
L Tribal Rugs (Many old and collectable)

o Village Pieces & Kelims & Woodblock prints

§ @ Large Room Size Carpets (up to 4x3 m)

B o Runners in lengths up to 7m

» Fine investment qualities inchuding Full Silk
Rugs and Silk Inlay Pieces

SUNDAY 20th
JUNE at 2pm

VIEW FROM 12 NOON
ALL GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC
MOSILY UNRESERVED
100% CLEARANCE ANTICIPATED

0418 202 125

Lot 69 Fine Full Silk Qum
(Pastel Tones 3.5x2.5m)

Further information please phone
IMS Auctions: Paul Sacco
(Auctioneer & Valuer) on

All Major Credit Cards Accepted (B/C, M/C, Visa, AMEX, Diners).
10% GST on all lots, FREE OFF STREET PARKING (OPPOSITE)

INSPIRATION
to GROW

YOUR
BUSINESS!

Check out dozens of
opportunities and ideas

at the Expo...

Talk to experts on goal setting,
protecting your business name, how to
buy, build and sell your busiress
and more...

BOEP 32-5
—

Full details on: www.businessexpo.com.au

25-27 June, 10 to Spm

e we= Burswood, Perth
@ f....u_ Admission $10
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