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WA raid

EXCLUSIVE
LUKE MORFESSE

A massive haul of 75-million-year-
old dinosaur eggs and other fossils
worth millions of dollars has been
seized after a raid on three Mandurah
properties.

The 20-tonne seizure includes fish
fossils from China’s Liaoning Prov-
ince up to 130 million years old.
Liaoning Province is regarded as one
the best spots in the world for
dinosaur research.

Individual dinosaur eggs or fossils
from the 1300 pieces seized could sell
for tens of thousands of dollars on the
black market.

The raids, which were carried out
eight days ago by Australian Federal
Police under the direction of the
Department of Environment and
Heritage, were sparked after a
request from Chinese authorities.

A Department of Environment
and Heritage spokeswoman said yes-
terday that it was believed to be Aus-
tralia’s biggest haul of fossils.

“We take the illegal trade in fossils
extremely seriously and that’s why
we have taken this action,” she said.

“The AFP were responding to
some circumstances that we felt were

rorth investigating. The investiga-

stemmed originally from a gen-

i request by the Chinese Govern-

ment for help in stopping the illegal
trade in Chinese fossils.”

Although it is not illegal to import
such material into Australia, it is
illegal to export it from China.

Section 14 of the Protection of
Movable Cultural Heritage Act
allows Australia to respond to
requests by foreign governments to
return objects that have been
exported illegally. The spokes-

woman would not release specific
details of where or from whom the
material was seized, saying that the
matter was still being investigated by
the AFP. It would be referred to the
Commonwealth Director of Public
Prosecutions.

“The fossils have now been care-
fully packed and stored in a secure
location,” she said.

WA Museum curator of vertebrate

.vm_mmoun&om% John Long, who spent

three days identifying the haul, said
the scientific information gleaned
from a site in Liaoning Province
made it the hottest spot in the world
for dinosaur research.

"This material is getting
out of China, being sold
before the Chinese can
get access to their
matenal to study it.’

Dr JOHN LONG

Dr Long, the author of a book on
the illegal fossil trade called The
Dinosaur Dealers, said the black
market was a disaster for scientists.

“This material is getting out of
China, being sold before the Chinese
can get access to their material to
study it,” he said. “That’s why it’s a
problem and why it needs to be
stopped.”

The material seized from Liao-
ning, and two other provinces —
Henan and Gansu — includes fossil
mammals, dinosaur skulls and a
rhino skull from the miocene period.

The eggs come from -various
dinosaurs, including theropods,
sauropods and oviraptors.
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Welcome to
WA: the

state of
drugged-up
5-year-olds

CATHY O'LEARY
MEDICAL EDITOR

WA has the highest number of young
children prescribed the controversial
antidepressant paroxetine, with doc-
tors giving it to 93 children aged
between five and nine last year.

Seven children under five were
prescribed the drug, which has not
been approved for children and
adolescents.

The Health Consumers Council is —
alarmed at the figures and wants to
know why children so young are
being put on mind-altering drugs
designed for adults.

WA had almost twice the number
of children given paroxetine as NSW
despite the big difference in popula-
tion. Paroxetine is sold under the
names Aropax, Oxetine and Paxtine.

The council said the figures raised
questions about why WA appeared
to lead in prescribing drugs to child-
ren for behavioural problems,
including attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder. Spokeswoman
Maxine Drake said doctors seemed
too quick to medicate. ;

Federal Health Minister Tony
Abbott will consider scrapping the
government subsidy for children on
the antidepressant amid growing
worries over its link with suicide.

He said he was concerned that sci-
entific reports showed Aropax, a
selective serotonin reuptake inhibi-
tor, caused side-effects in children.
The Pharmaceutical Benefits Advi-
sory Council would consider remov-
ing it from the Pharmaceutical Bene-
fits Scheme for children.

Australian Medical Association
psychiatric spokesman Paul Skerritt
said the Health Insurance Commis-
sion figures reflected the diagnosis of
depression and anxiety in children
and the long waiting times for child
mental health services which left 5Ps
with limited options. “Not all these
kids are treated for depression and
many have anxiety disorders that
might prevent them from going to
school,” Dr Skerritt said.

“Parents shouldn’t be rushing to
take their children off these drugs
because the reality is that the risk of
suicide is very small.”

Therapeutic: Goods Adminisira-
tion principal medical adviser John
McEwen said none of the SSRIs mar-
keted in Australia had been approved
for treating children and adolescents.

THE GREAT ESCAPE
DAY SEVEN:

On the run: Today, The West Australian wanted to
show readers a picture of the escapee who robbed
the South Perth TAB. But rather than increase the
chances of his capture by showing what he looked
like, police refused to release security footage.
Cynics say they were just saving their embattled
Minister more embarrassment. Reports, P6,7.
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A shower or two.
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