Dinosaur egg
yours for

By MARK LAWSON
QUE Foster, a Melbourne

entrepreneur, is offering

the perfect present for
.__ executive who has every-
thing and has been infected by
the current dinosaur craze —
fossilised dinosaur eggs.

The 100 million-year-old
lump of rock that was once the
egg of a one-to-three metre tall
carnivorous dinosaur known
as an Oviraptor (she says the
herd of small dinosaurs in the
film Jurassic Park are ovirap-
tors) is billed as the “ideal
conversation piece”.

An unremarkable object to
non-experts, the tentative ask-
ing price is $8,000, but Ms
Foster is hoping that the
current interest in all things
dinosaurian will attract a
plenty of hopeful buyers.

This extremely specialised
end of the rare-object market
has cértainly seen a lot of
activity of late, with the
7 -actor of Jurassic Park,

_zn Spielberg, reported as
paying $103,000 for a nest of
10 sauropod eggs at a London
auction in early September.

Earlier in the year, three
West Ausiralian school chil-
dren were offered $150,000
for a 2,000-year old egg from a
Madagascan elephant bird
found on a beach earlier this
year, and even clusters of
fossilised dinosaur droppings

.were fetching $7,000 at auc-

tions in London.
Buyets of such exotic mem-
orabilia must be careful. In

Sue Foster holds an egg of the Oviraptor dinosaur.

October, the Australian Fed-
eral Police took possession of
18 fossils of pre-cambrian
animals, which had been
taken illegally out of Australia
and sold to Japanese dealers.

The elephant bird egg was also

almost seized by the WA
Government as an object
found on Crown land.

Ms Foster said her egg was
obtained legally from a Mel-

can
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8.000. . .

bourne archeologist who had
sold his collection of rare
objects before going overseas.

The eggs had originally
come from China before the
Chinese Government banned
the export of such fossils.

Ms Foster (who can be
contacted on (03) 866 8097)
says the egg will come with
appropriate authentication
documents. ;




