Interview with Tom Kapitany 25th February 2025

For the book: The Dinosaur Eggs Diaries — Operation Flambeau

Interviewer: In 2004, the Australian Federal Police raided collectors and dealers
throughout Australia, and your facility near Melbourne was one of them. Can you tell us
more aboutthatincident?

Tom Kapitany: Yes, certainly. From 2001 to 2004, around 30 collectors and dealers
throughout Australia, including my facility, were raided by the Australian Federal Police.
They seized over 600 kilograms (1,300 lb) of Chinese fossils, which were later repatriated
to China. I voluntarily relinquished a fossil to the Federal Police, which was declared on
export documents with Argentina listed as the country of origin.

Interviewer: There were reports in the media that the seized dinosaur eggs were
purchased in China. Is that accurate?

Tom Kapitany: No, that's a misconception. The seized dinosaur eggs were actually
purchased legally in Hong Kong, not China, and were imported legally to Australia. The
issue was related to internationally harmonized tariff codes (IHTC) that were used and are
stillused today to export all geological specimens, including fossils, around the world.
There is no IHTC for dinosaur eggs, and they were therefore labeled as geological
specimens. Hence, no charges were laid against me forthatincident, noranyoneelse as a
consequence.

Interviewer: Despite that, you later accepted a plea bargain in 2006. Can you explain the
circumstances leading to that decision?

In 2006, | accepted a plea bargain. | was charged with a misdemeanor—similar to a traffic
offense—and was fined $US20,000 and sentenced to a year on probation after pleading
guilty to illegally smuggling fossil dinosaur eggs from Australia to the US. By that point, |
had already incurred over $60,000 in expenses while attending the Tucson Gem and
Mineral Show in the USA. To avoid any further legal fees, which would have cost hundreds
of thousands of dollars and taken many months, and eager to return home to Australia in
time for my daughter's 18th birthday, | made the decision to accept the plea bargain.



Tom Kapitany: Interviewer: What impact did the plea bargain have on your ability to travel
between the USA and Australia?

Tom Kapitany: The plea bargain allowed me to travel freely between the USA and
Australia, which was a significant relief. It did not impact my future trading or business
activities in the USA.



